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turn to facts, we naturally ask : Has this
hidden side existed in the past, forming a
part of the religions of the world? The
answer must be an immediate and unhesi-
tating affirmative; every great religion
has claimed to possess a hidden teaching,
and has declared that it is the repository
of theoretical mystic, and further of
practical mystic, or occult, knowledge.
The mystic explanation of popular teaching
was public, and expounded the latter as an
allegory, giving to crude and irrational
statements and stories a meaning" which
the intellect could accept. Behind this
theoretical mysticism, as it was behind the
popular, there existed further the practical
mysticism, a hidden spiritual teaching,
which was only imparted under definite
conditions, conditions known and published,
that must be fulfilled by every candidate.
S. Clement of 'Alexandria mentions this
division of the Mysteries. After purifica-
tion, he says, "are the Minor Mysteries,
which have some foundation of instruction
and, of preliminary preparation for what is
to come after; and the Great Mysteries,
in which nothing remains to be learned of